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Protection for the Global Sumud Flotilla and security guarantees for the entry of humanitarian aid into Gaza

The Global Sumud Flotilla expresses deep concern over the scale of violence carried out against its fleet.

A few days before arriving in Gaza, on September 23, in international waters south of the island of Crete, the flotilla transporting humanitarian aid suffered targeted explosive attacks. Unidentified objects and irritant chemical substances were thrown onto and near the vessels.

At least 14 explosive devices were launched by multiple drones flying over the Global Sumud Flotilla, causing significant damage, interfering with radio communications, and putting at risk the more than 600 volunteers who are part of this nonviolent humanitarian solidarity mission.

On three vessels hit by the attacks there are Brazilian citizens: Miguel Bastos Viveiros de Castro (filmmaker and activist), on the vessel Catalina; Lucas Farias Gusmão (chef and activist), on the vessel Yulara; Gabrielle da Silva Tolotti (president of PSOL-RS) and Mohamad Sami El Kadri (president of the Latin-Palestinian Forum and coordinator of the Front in Defense of the Palestinian People–SP), both on the vessel The Spectre.

The Government of Brazil issued an official note on September 24 condemning the attack on the Global Sumud Flotilla, reiterating that acts of violence such as those that occurred are inadmissible and defending freedom of navigation.
Eight days earlier, on September 16, a joint statement by the Ministers of Foreign Affairs of Brazil, South Africa, Bangladesh, Qatar, Colombia, Slovenia, Spain, Indonesia, Ireland, Libya, Malaysia, Maldives, Mexico, Oman, Pakistan, and Turkey stated that any violation of international law and of the human rights of the flotilla’s participants—including attacks in international waters or unlawful detention—will lead to accountability.
On September 18, the Brazilian government, by official note, urged the Israeli authorities to comply with the applicable international norms—especially International Humanitarian Law (IHL) and the Law of the Sea, with emphasis on freedom of navigation—and to ensure the safety of civilians and of strictly humanitarian vessels.

While the Global Sumud Flotilla was already underway, on September 16, the Independent Commission of Inquiry, appointed by the UN Human Rights Council, recognized that Israel is committing genocide in Gaza. According to the investigation, the Israeli occupation authorities and forces carried out four of the five acts defined as genocidal by the Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide: killing; causing serious bodily and mental harm; deliberately inflicting conditions of life calculated to destroy a people; and imposing measures intended to prevent births.

In light of this, we request that the Brazilian government, beyond the note of condemnation, join other nations to deliver the necessary response to the State of Israel. We demand that it require:

1. the immediate cessation of the attacks and of the attempt to criminalize the Global Sumud Flotilla, in order to protect the Brazilians sailing in it;

2. the guarantee of free and unobstructed passage, under international law, for the delivery of humanitarian aid to Gaza—urgent in view of the hunger, thirst, and lack of medical care, sanitation, and health services imposed by the Israeli siege as part of the genocide.

Furthermore, as a signatory to the Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide and in accordance with international law, we petition the Brazilian government to impose sanctions on Israel, with a view to severing all relations with the genocidal State.

Finally, we record that the following Brazilians are part of the Global Sumud Flotilla: Luizianne de Oliveira Lins; Mariana Conti Takahashi; Gabrielle da Silva Tolotti; João Leonardo Cavalcanti Aguiar Costa; Mohamad Sami El Kadri; Lucas Faria Gusmão; Victor Nascimento Peixoto; Thiago de Ávila e Silva Oliveira; Hassan Massoud; Ariadne Catarina Cardoso Teles; Bruno Sperb Rocha; Lisiane Proença Severo; Magno de Carvalho Costa; Paulo Siqueira Costa; and Miguel Bastos Viveiros de Castro.

For endorsements

Signatures from organizations, collectives, and movements—stating full name, acronym, and country—should be sent to: editores_recos@terra.com.br

